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The Elk Creek Watershed 

The Elk Creek Watershed, located in North Douglas County, comprises approximately 187,000 acres.  
The watershed is sparsely populated, and land use is predominately forestry and agriculture.  Most of 
the land (>75%) is privately owned.  The watershed provides high quality spawning and rearing habitat 
for coho and Chinook salmon, steelhead, lamprey and other aquatic species.  The Elk Creek Watershed 
has, by far, the most miles of “high intrinsic potential” coho habitat of any fifth-field hydrologic unit in 
the Umpqua Basin (172 miles). 
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The Elk Creek Watershed Council 

The Elk Creek Watershed Council is an independent, non-regulatory, non-profit organization of local 
citizens committed to improving instream habitat and water quality.  The council’s main activities 
include developing projects to improve habitat for fish and wildlife, providing education and 
information to local landowners, and monitoring habitat and water quality conditions in the watershed. 

2013 Accomplishments 

 In 2013 the Elk Creek Watershed Council completed seven (7) watershed restoration projects 
on private lands in the watershed. 

 Projects included more than two (2) miles of instream habitat restoration for coho salmon and 
other anadromous fish. 

 Twenty-nine (29) habitat improvement structures were constructed incorporating more than 
seventy (70) large logs and more than 900 large boulders. 

 Four (4) culverts were replaced with large, “fish-friendly” culverts to improve fish passage for 
both juvenile and adult coho salmon. 

 The council secured funding to complete an additional four (4) restoration projects in the 
summer of 2014. 

 The Elk Creek Watershed Council has been administering the grant which funds the CREP 
Technician position in Douglas County.  In 2013, the council’s application for funding in 2014 
and 2015 was approved by OWEB. 

 In 2013, the council updated its bylaws, and its policies and procedures documents, in order to 
meet the new, more stringent requirements for OWEB Council Support funding. 

Financial Report (Accrual Basis) 
Receipts: 

Federal Funding: $ 90,534.59 
State Funding: $ 146,745.61   
Total Receipts:   $ 237,280.20 

Expenditures: 
Council Operating Expenses: 

Personal Services: $ 36,500.00 
Office Expenses: $ 3,086.82 
Landowner Outreach: $ 1,088.98 
Mileage: $ 832.45 
Insurance: $ 1,477.00 
Total Operating Expenses: $ 42,985.25 

Project Expenses: 
Contracted Services: $ 129,199.57 
Supplies & Materials: $ 19,353.48 
Project Management: $ 24,831.26 
Mileage: $ 1,622.49 
Grant Administration: $ 4,023.36 
Total Project Expenses: $ 179,030.16 

Total Expenditures:   $ 222,015.41 

Net Profit:   $ 15,264.79 
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Elk Creek Watershed Council Grants 

The following watershed improvement grants and projects were either approved for funding, in 
progress, or completed in 2013.  Nearly all of this money is spent locally and contributes directly to the 
local economy. 

Council Support Funding 

OWEB Council Support:  (OWEB #212-021) (2011-2015) $ 197,000 
This grant from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board provides funds for 
coordinator salary and council operating costs for the 2011-2013 and 2013-2015 
biennia. 

Umpqua CREP Technician:  (OWEB #212-8100) (2011-2013) $ 96,169 
This grant from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board provides funds for a 
coordinator to work with landowners in the Umpqua Basin that are interested in the 
USDA Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program.  The Elk Creek Watershed 
Council is the fiscal agent for the grant.  Other partners in the project include the 
Douglas Soil and Water Conservation District, the USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, the USDA Farm Services Agency, and Oregon Department of 
Forestry.  Work under this grant was completed in December 2013. 

Umpqua CREP Technician:  (OWEB #214-8100) (2014-2015) $ 91,649 
This grant from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board provides funding for the 
CREP Technician in the Umpqua Basin for the 2014 and 2015 calendar years. 

Landowner Outreach and Education 

Landowner education is a high priority of the Elk Creek Watershed Council.  The Council offers 
information to local landowners to help them understand local natural resource issues, and provides 
recommendations to help them achieve their land management goals.  The Council assists landowners 
in finding technical assistance resources and in working with government natural resource agencies. 

Woodland Landowner Outreach:  (BLM Title III) $ 29,376 
This BLM Title III grant funds six (6) education/outreach programs in selected sub-
watersheds in the Umpqua Basin.  Two (2) programs have been completed, four (4) 
more are scheduled for 2013 and 2014.  These programs will provide information to 
private landowners about their watersheds, acquaint them with the restoration projects 
that have been completed by the watershed council and others, and encourage them to 
develop similar projects on their properties. 

Umpqua Basin Technical Assistance/Outreach:  (BLM Title II)) $ 40,000 
The Elk Creek Watershed Council  will administer this grant to help the three (3) 
watershed councils, and two (2) soil and water conservation districts in the Umpqua 
Basin to develop restoration projects. 
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Instream Habitat Improvement Projects 

Buck Creek Fish Passage:  (BLM Title II) $ 26,659 
Funding from this BLM Title II grant will be used to improve fish passage at a barrier 
on Buck Creek.  This barrier is blocking fish passage into several miles of coho 
habitat in the upper reaches of Buck Creek.  The council will apply for the additional 
funds to implement the project in 2014. 

Elk Creek Habitat Improvement:  (BLM Title II) $ 68,600 
In the summer of 2011, three (3) large boulder weirs were constructed in Elk Creek.  
The weirs will slow water, collect sediment, and build new substrate on the bedrock 
streambed.  Increased flow through the new substrate will help reduce summer water 
temperatures and increase flows, both of which will improve summer habitat for 
endangered juvenile coho in Elk Creek.  Construction of an additional five (5) weirs 
was completed in the summer of 2012.  Additional work to improve the design of one 
of the weirs was completed in 2013. 

 
Elk Creek Habitat Improvement Project:  September 2012 
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Elk Creek Habitat Improvement Project:  October 2012 

Zuiches Habitat Improvement:  (BLM Title II) $ 43,400 
In the summer of 2012, a large side-channel and a smaller backwater alcove were 
constructed on this property on Cox Creek.  These habitats will provide off-channel 
winter habitat for juvenile coho in this important coho spawning stream.  In the 
summer of 2013, large wood and boulder structures were placed in the constructed 
side channel, and in the main stream channel at ten (10) sites. 

 
Side Channel - Zuiches Habitat Improvement Project - Cox Creek: February 2014 
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Gravel Accumulation - Zuiches Habitat Improvement Project - February 2014 

 

Spawning Coho - Zuiches Habitat Improvement Project - February 2014 
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Seeley Creek Habitat Improvement:  (OWEB #07-10-002) $ 7,750 
This project, completed in 2011, installed a large, fish-friendly culvert at a livestock 
crossing that complemented a CREP riparian fencing project on Seeley and Pheasant 
Creeks.  The project also constructed several large wood and boulder structures to 
improve fish habitat in Seeley Creek near its confluence with Pheasant Creek.  
Monitoring was completed in 2013. 

 
Livestock Crossing - Seeley Creek:  February 2012 

 

Instream Habitat Improvements - Seeley Creek:  October 2012 
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Curtis Creek Habitat Improvement:  (BLM Title II) $ 37,440 
This project constructed log and boulder structures at eleven (11) sites on Curtis 
Creek where the streambed has eroded to bedrock.  Additional funding has been 
applied for to extend restoration downstream to the mouth of Curtis Creek. 

Curtis Creek Habitat Improvement:  (OWEB #07-12-011) $ 10,000 
This OWEB small grant, provided additional funding for the Curtis Creek Project. 

 
Habitat Improvement Structure - Curtis Creek:  September 2013 

 
Habitat Improvement Structure - Curtis Creek:  February 2014 
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Fitch Creek Habitat Improvement:  (BLM Title II) $ 17,750 
Funding from the BLM Title II program helped construct habitat improvements at 
more than ten (10) sites in Fitch Creek and Bill’s Creek in 2012.  Native trees and 
shrubs were planted in the riparian area in 2012 and 2013. 

Fitch Creek Habitat Improvement:  (OWEB #07-10-003) $ 9,690 
Funding from the OWEB Small Grant Program for the Fitch Creek Project. 

 
Sediment Accumulation - Fitch Creek:  March 2013 

 

Riparian Planting - Fitch Creek:  March 2013 
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Coles Valley Fish Passage Improvement:  (BLM Title II) $ 45,433 
This project replaced two (2) culverts that were blocking fish passage into the upper 
reaches of Coles Valley Creek.  The culverts were donated by the Elk Creek 
Watershed Council, and construction was completed in September 2013. 

Coles Valley Fish Passage Improvement:  (OWEB #07-12-006) $ 10,000 
This OWEB grant provided additional funding for the Coles Valley Project. 

 
Coles Valley Culvert Project - September 2013 

 
Coles Valley Culvert Project - September 2013 
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Ellenburg Creek Habitat Improvement:  (OWEB #07-12-007) $ 8,395 
Completed in September 2013 with funding from the OWEB Small Grant Program, 
the Ellenburg Creek Project constructed log and boulder structures at five (5) sites in 
the upper reaches of Ellenburg Creek.  Additional funding is being sought to 
complete restoration of Ellenburg Creek to its confluence with Sand Creek. 

 
Habitat Improvement Structures - Ellenburg Creek:  January 2014 

 

Habitat Improvement Structures - Ellenburg Creek:  January 2014 
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Halo Creek Culvert Replacement:  (OWEB #07-12-012) $ 7,737 
This OWEB Small Grant funded the replacement of a failing culvert on Halo Creek, a 
tributary of Yoncalla Creek.  The culvert replacement was part of a large project by 
the Douglas SWCD and the US Fish and Wildlife Service that used funds from the 
Yoncalla Oil Spill Fund to improve wetland habitat in an area damaged by the spill. 

 
Failing Culvert - Halo Creek:  May 2013 

 

Culvert Replacement - Halo Creek:  September 2013 
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Riparian Improvement Projects 

The riparian area along the edges of our streams is important to the quality of the water and to the 
habitat in the channel.  The Elk Creek Watershed Council is working with landowners to improve 
conditions in the riparian areas of their properties.  Restoring native trees and shrubs, and the 
installation of tree revetments, has helped stabilize streambanks, and will help improve water quality. 

Elk Creek Riparian Improvement:  (BLM Title II) $ 19,200 
Additional funding for Elk Creek Riparian Improvement was approved by the BLM 
Resource Advisory Committee in 2012.  Funds will match OWEB riparian projects. 

 
Riparian Planting - Seeley Creek:  November 2013 

 
Riparian Planting - Cox Creek:  January 2014 
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Elk Creek Erosion Control Project:  (OWEB #07-12-013) $ 10,000 
Approved in 2013, this project will install tree revetments at two sites to help reduce 
erosion in Elk Creek.  Construction scheduled for 2014. 

 
Elk Creek:  Erosion Control Project 

Upland Improvement Projects 

In addition to the instream and riparian projects, the Elk Creek Watershed Council has secured grants 
to improve management of upland areas.  Upland areas affect conditions in the riparian and instream 
habitats below, and are important in maintaining water quality in the watershed. 

Applegate Livestock Water:  (OWEB #07-12-002) $ 5,817 
This OWEB grant will fund the installation of two (2) livestock watering troughs.  
Water will be piped from an existing spring development, and will allow the closing 
of two (2) water gaps that currently allow livestock access to Elk Creek.  The project 
will improve both livestock management and water quality in Elk Creek. 

Elk Creek Channel Improvement:  (OWEB #07-12-014) $ 1,855 
This OWEB grant will fund the improvement of the channel below the outlet of a 
small pond on a tributary to Elk Creek.  The improvement will allow the escape of 
juvenile coho that may use the area to escape high flows during winter storms. 
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Baimbridge Livestock Crossing:  (OWEB #07-12-001) $ 4,867 
Completed in October 2013, this project installed a large culvert at a livestock 
crossing on a tributary of Cabin Creek.  The project will allow better livestock 
management and improve water quality. 

 
Baimbridge Livestock Crossing - Cabin Creek:  January 2014 

Gilliland Erosion Control:  (OWEB #07-12-010) $ 10,000 
This project will construct grade control structures on a tributary of Coles Valley 
Creek.  The project will improve livestock management and water quality. 

 

Gilliland Erosion Control Project 
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Watershed Monitoring Projects 

The Elk Creek Watershed Council has secured funding to monitor conditions in the watershed.  Habitat 
monitoring can help guide watershed restoration projects that will improve the survival of anadromous 
fish and other aquatic species.  Water quality monitoring can contribute to our understanding of water 
quality issues, and help develop projects that will improve conditions. 

Elk Creek Watershed Assessment:  (BLM Title II) $ 18,220 
This BLM Title II grant will fund an assessment of instream habitat and water quality 
in the Elk Creek Watershed.  Additional funding is being sought to complete this 
project. 

Elk Creek Bacterial DNA Study:  (BLM Title II) $ 79,056 
This BLM Title II grant will help fund a study that will use bacterial DNA analysis to 
establish the sources of bacteria pollution in the Elk Creek Watershed.  The council is 
working to secure the rest of the funds to complete this project. 

Elk Creek Bacterial DNA Sediment Monitoring:  (BLM Title II) $ 29,650 
This grant will fund a study to use DNA analysis to determine the sources of bacteria 
from the sediment layer in the Elk Creek Watershed.  This project will be started in 
2013, and will improve our understanding of bacterial pollution in the watershed. 

Elk Creek Habitat Assessment:  (BLM Title II) $ 20,000 
This BLM Title II grant will fund a detailed assessment of instream habitat in priority 
sub-basins in the Elk Creek Watershed.  This project will provide valuable 
information that will guide habitat restoration projects in these sub-basins. 

 

 
2013 Active Grant Totals: $ 945,710 

 


